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Movements of Ringed Birds 1968 to 2007  
 
Introduction  
 
The British and Irish Ringing Scheme was started in 1909 and there are now more than half 
a million reports of ringed birds (recoveries) in the database of the British Trust for 
Ornithology, which organises the scheme. With the 100 th anniversary of the start of the 
ringing scheme fast approaching, we continue  to discover new facts about migration routes 
and wintering areas.  
 
The Dartford Ringing Group was formed in 1968 to study the birds of north Kent using 
ringing as a tool. Up to the end of 200 7 a total of 157,795  birds have been ringed of 135 
species. Although, as our name suggests, our original ringing sites were on Dartford Marsh 
and the scrub surrounding the nearby Littlebrook Power Station, due to loss of habitat we 
have moved further afield over the years, and as can be seen from the list of ringing sites in 
Appendix C we have operated at sites from the Thames -side reed beds of Essex and Kent to 
southeast London, Kent and Surrey.  
 
Aware of the large number of recoveries and controls that had been received over the years 
the compilers of this document decided in 2001 t o make these available to a wider public 
by publishing them on the groups web site (www.dartford -ringing.co.uk). As work began we 
were surprised, not only by the number of species for which we had recoveries but also the 
fascinating story that they told of  birds visiting our ringing sites to breed , or perhaps only 
briefly on migration. Spurred on by the success of the BTOõs The Migration Atlas, 
Movements of Birds of Britain and Ireland,  it was decided that a paper document would 
enable those not connected to the internet to appreciate the wide range of recoveries and 
controls accumulated over the years and to get an insight into the extent of the movements 
of birds to and from our ringin g sites in southeast England. The first version of this 
document was printed in 2003 and has been updated to include data up to the end of 2007.  
 
All movements over 10 kilometres have been extracted from the meticulously paper records 
kept since 1968 by Jim Hook and more recent records from the groupõs IPMR* database. 
These were entered onto spreadsheets and converted to .csv format files so that the y could 
be imported by the DMap** mapping program to produce maps, plotting both recoveries and 
controls. Dif ferent symbols have been used to show those birds ringed by the group and 
found elsewhere  (yellow circles) and those ringed elsewhere and controlled at group 

ringing sites (yellow squares). The only exception to this is the map of Greenfinch 
recoveries where the records have been split between birds subsequently found during the 
winter months and those found in summer, producing a striking northeast/southwest split. 
This more detailed analysis will be applied to other species as soon as time is available . The 

groups ringing sites, where the birds were originally ringed or controlled, are shown as  
green circles. In most cases the individual sites are shown but on those maps covering a 
sizable area of Europe and beyond these have been grouped together for  clarity.  
 
The number of birds ringed, and the recoveries received from them, are a constantly 
moving picture and this document is therefore only a snapshot at a particular point in time. 
The species ringing totals quoted in this document are up to the end  of 2007 but where 
possible we have included recoveries and other data received during the early part of 2008. 
 
The main focus of the Ringing Scheme today is the monitoring of bird populations. Ringing, 
through projects such as the Constant Efforts Sites ( CES) and Re-trapping Adults for Survival 
(RAS), allows us to study how many young birds leave the nest and survive to become adults 
as well as how many adults survive the stresses of breeding, migration and severe weather. 
There is still much to learn abou t where birds migrate to and where they rest and feed on 
the way, as these places will require protection if we are to maintain birds populations for 
those that come after us.  
  
The compilers are grateful to all members of the group past and present and in  particular 
Jim Hook for the comprehensive and accurate records kept since 1968 and to the BTO 
Ringing Office for additional information supplied.  
The front cover shows our UK recoveries and controls for which species? The answer is to be found in 
the relevant map text.



Movements of Ringed Birds 1968 -2007  Dartford Ringing Group  

Roger Taylor & Derek McWalter   2 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
 

 
 
Only thirty -one birds have been ringed by the group since 1968. Our proximity to the river 
Thames, where swans are Crown property, has meant that our ringing of this species has 
been limited.  
 
There have been three recoveries over 10km all of which were birds found inju red or in 
unsuitable habitat and taken into care to be released later.  
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Greylag Goose Anser anser 
 

 
 
The majority of our recoveries for this species are of birds shot within a short distance of 
the ringin g site at the Sevenoaks Wildlife  Reserve. The Migration Atlas  confirms that 
reintroduced populations are in the main sedentary. However, there have been a few 
records from further afield, the most notable for us being a bird ringed on the 7 th July 1984 
and recorded by Dutch birdw atchers at Lauwesmeer Polder, Groninger, Netherlands on 8 th  
March 1996. Unusual as this record was, it was not to be the end of the story, as in 2002 we 
received a communication from the Office National de la Chasse reporting sightings of this 
bird at Lac du Ceõbron, Deux-Sevres, France from the 9 th to 20 th February 1997. It is 
possible that this bird  joined a wild Swedish flock migrating south, as these birds are known 
to stopover in Holland and northern Spain on their way to winter in the Coto Donana . 
 
More recently we  received news of another possible long distance movement . This was of a 
bird ringed at Sevenoaks on the 23rd June 1991 and sighted at Sandyõs Pond, Strangford 
Lough, Co Down on 24 October 2003. Unfortunately this turned out to be a misread o f an 
Icelandic ring.  
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Greater Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
 

 
 
Very little movement away from the local area, despite 1,221  birds having been ringed. The 
vast majority of the birds ringed by the group were caught during the annual goose roundup 
at what is now the Jeffery Harrison Reserve at Sevenoaks, Kent. Populations from Yorkshire 
and the West Midlands are known to migrate north to the Beauly Firth to moult but there is 
no evidence of such a migration from the Sevenoaks population.  
 
Most recoveries are from birds shot within a 20 mile radius. Strangely, the bird that has 
travelled furthest from its ringing location is not a Sevenoaks bird but 5052525, ringed at 
Darenth Gravel Pits, Kent on 28 th June 1972 and controlled near Wolverhampton, 
Staffordshire on the 29 th June 1974. The record in Hampshire is of 5157843, ringed at 
Sevenoaks on 24th June 1990 and shot near Petersfield on 29th January 1993. 
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Pintail Anas acuta 
 

 
 
Only one Pintail has ever been ringed by the group and this was at Rainham Marsh, Essex on 
31st January 1981. This unfortunate bird was shot at Hojer, Jylland, Denmark on 30 th 
September 1982. 
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Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
 

 
 
Only one recovery over 10km has been reported from 48 birds ringed. This was a first -
winter male ringed at Sevenoaks on 4 th January 1987 and found at Bidston, Wirral, 
Merseyside on 2nd March 1989, some 322 km. to the northwest.  
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Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
 

 
 

A single record over 10km from 122 birds ringed. This bird was ringed at Long Reach 
Sewage Works on 3rd December 1989 and killed by a cat at East Grinstead, Sussex on 15th 
March 1991. 
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Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
 

 
 
The two British controls were of birds ringed at Reigate, Surrey on 30 th July 1979 and 
Wisbech, Norfolk on 29th August 1980. Both birds were controlled by the group at Rainham 
Marsh, Essex during the brief period when we had permission to ring on the now dried -out 
settling ponds.  
 
The overseas recovery is of a bird ringed at Rainham Marsh on 18th August 1979 and found 
injured near Arles, Bouches-du-Rhone, France 8 days later after a journey of 933km.  
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Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
 

 
 
Only one recovery from seventy nine birds ringed but a really nice one. This bird was ringed 
at Rainham Marsh, Essex on 25th August 1979 and controlled at Sidi Moussa, Eljadida, 
Morocco on 24th April 1982 some 2,200 kilometres to the southwest.  


