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 Introduction 
Phil Jones 

 
Although the year was very marginally down on 2009, it was still an excellent year for the group. The group has 
experienced something of an renaissance over the last five years in numbers caught, number of ringing sessions 
etc. And in 2010 we caught 117.4% of the average catch for this period. We did particularly well for Ring-
necked Parakeet, Meadow Pipit, Sedge and Reed Warblers, Blue Tit, Linnet and Reed Bunting. 
 
The groupõs skills at finding nests continue to improve and we submitted a record 243 nest records 
electronically to the BTO. A number of species were covered either after a long gap or for the first time. These 
included two nests of Great Crested Grebe and House Sparrow and a single Reed Warbler nest. It is great to 
report that the nests were visited an average of 4.6 times which is a real commitment by the ringers 
concerned. The percentage of tit nests increased slightly to 72.8%. 
 
No new sites were mist netted this year with most sites showing a slight decrease in the number of birds 
caught, the exceptions to this were Bough Beech, Hayes, Shorne Marshes and Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve. It 
proved to be a good year for recoveries although many of them were local in nature. There were a few old 
birds with a Black-headed Gull found dead over thirteen years later; two Greylags still alive seven years and 
seven months later and a Reed Warbler still going after six years nine months. At last the group has received 
details of a Portuguese Reed Warbler, our first from that country. A further Reed Warbler was controlled in 
Belgium a year after ringing. A Goldfinch also deserves mention having wintered in Kent; it was retrapped in 
the spring in Cumbria. 
 
The groupõs membership remains healthy with no new additions this year. Congratulations to Rosalind for 
obtaining her ôAõ license. Other activities included a couple of ringing displays for the public and Roger again 
acted as an independent trainer on a BTO ringing course. 
 
 
 

 

Annual Ringing Totals 1968 ð 2010 
 

ANNUAL RINGING TOTALS 1968 ï 2010                   

Year   Full grown   Pullus   Total   Year   Full grown   Pullus   Total 

1968 
 

989 
   

989 
 

1989 
 

6,009 
 

193 
 

6,202 

1969 
 

1,331 
 

301 
 

1,632 
 

1990 
 

4,829 
 

213 
 

5,042 

1970 
 

2,761 
 

148 
 

2,909 
 

1991 
 

4,176 
 

169 
 

4,345 

1971 
 

2,200 
 

89 
 

2,289 
 

1992 
 

3,498 
 

224 
 

3,722 

1972 
 

1,663 
 

94 
 

1,757 
 

1993 
 

3,281 
 

134 
 

3,415 

1973 
 

2,003 
 

136 
 

2,139 
 

1994 
 

2,981 
 

107 
 

3,088 

1974 
 

2,693 
 

77 
 

2,770 
 

1995 
 

2,351 
 

176 
 

2,527 

1975 
 

6,282 
 

150 
 

6,432 
 

1996 
 

2,197 
 

107 
 

2,304 

1976 
 

4,931 
 

192 
 

5,123 
 

1997 
 

2,637 
 

358 
 

2,995 

1977 
 

6,435 
 

199 
 

6,634 
 

1998 
 

1,846 
 

408 
 

2,254 

1978 
 

4,357 
 

243 
 

4,600 
 

1999 
 

1,124 
 

474 
 

1,598 

1979 
 

4,075 
 

89 
 

4,164 
 

2000 
 

1,227 
 

364 
 

1,591 

1980 
 

6,519 
 

298 
 

6,817 
 

2001 
 

1,434 
 

357 
 

1,791 

1981 
 

6,474 
 

306 
 

6,780 
 

2002 
 

1,943 
 

295 
 

2,238 

1982 
 

4,515 
 

230 
 

4,745 
 

2003 
 

2,419 
 

338 
 

2,757 

1983 
 

4,388 
 

334 
 

4,722 
 

2004 
 

2,548 
 

429 
 

2,977 

1984 
 

4,951 
 

153 
 

5,104 
 

2005 
 

2,732 
 

814 
 

3,546 

1985 
 

5,473 
 

213 
 

5,686 
 

2006 
 

4,479 
 

846 
 

5,325 

1986 
 

7,439 
 

90 
 

7,529 
 

2007 
 

5,160 
 

846 
 

6,006 

1987 
 

5,101 
 

158 
 

5,259 
 

2008 
 

4,918 
 

925 
 

5,843 

1988 
 

5,822 
 

170 
 

5,992 
 

2009 
 

6,961 
 

1,072 
 

8,033 

  
       

2010 
 

6,720 
 

1,026 
 

7,746 

                Totals   165,872   13,545   179,417 
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Species Ringing Totals for 2010 & Grand Totals 1968 to 2010 
 

Species 
Full 

grown 
Pullus Totals 

Grand Totals 
1968-2010 

Little Grebe 
   

3 

Great Crested Grebe 
   

3 

Bittern 
   

1 

Grey Heron 
   

2 

Mute Swan 
   

32 

Pink-footed Goose 
   

1 

Greylag Goose 88 
 

88 1,747 

Canada Goose 31 
 

31 1,317 

Barnacle Goose 
   

1 

Egyptian Goose 
   

1 

Eurasian Teal 
   

22 

Mallard 
   

47 

Pintail 
   

1 

Goshawk 
   

1 

Sparrowhawk 11 
 

11 79 

Kestrel 4 11 15 87 

Merlin 
   

1 

Hobby 2 
 

2 2 

Red-legged Partridge 
   

4 

Grey Partridge 
   

2 

Water Rail 
   

10 

Moorhen 2 
 

2 127 

Coot 
   

22 

Oystercatcher 
   

3 

Little Ringed Plover 
   

35 

Ringed Plover 
   

79 

Grey Plover 
   

1 

Lapwing 
   

54 

Knot 
   

1 

Little Stint 
   

1 

Curlew Sandpiper 
   

2 

Purple Sandpiper 
   

1 

Dunlin 
   

2,213 

Ruff 
   

2 

Jack Snipe 
   

32 

Snipe 
   

124 

Woodcock 
   

3 

Redshank 
   

302 

Greenshank 
   

2 

Green Sandpiper 
   

21 

Common Sandpiper 
   

155 
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Species 
Full 

grown 
Pullus Totals 

Grand Totals 
1968-2010 

Great Skua 
   

1 

Black-headed Gull 326 
 

326 2,532 

Common Gull 2 
 

2 44 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
   

4 

Herring Gull 
   

3 

Great Black-backed Gull 
   

1 

Guillemot 
   

1 

Stock Dove 
 

3 3 16 

Woodpigeon 3 
 

3 249 

Turtle Dove 
   

56 

Collared Dove 7 
 

7 139 

Ring-necked Parakeet 9 
 

9 19 

Cuckoo 1 
 

1 26 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
   

1 

Barn Owl 
 

4 4 53 

Little Owl 
   

18 

Tawny Owl 
 

5 5 15 

Long-eared Owl 
   

19 

Nightjar 
   

44 

Swift 1 
 

1 184 

Kingfisher 4 
 

4 367 

Green Woodpecker 17 
 

17 164 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 29 
 

29 380 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
   

23 

Sky Lark 
   

95 

Sand Martin 20 
 

20 1,805 

Swallow 186 74 260 1,866 

House Martin 
   

3,449 

Tree Pipit 
   

80 

Meadow Pipit 320 
 

320 1,161 

Rock Pipit 
   

45 

Yellow Wagtail 
   

208 

Grey Wagtail 1 
 

1 34 

Pied Wagtail 3 
 

3 1,389 

Wren 124 
 

124 4,594 

Dunnock 158 
 

158 6,578 

Robin 207 7 214 5,377 

Nightingale 2 
 

2 28 

Black Redstart 
   

24 

Redstart 
   

22 

Whinchat 2 
 

2 24 

Stonechat 8 
 

8 113 

Wheatear 1 
 

1 21 
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Species 
Full 

grown 
Pullus Totals 

Grand Totals 
1968-2010 

Blackbird 233 7 240 10,203 

Fieldfare 10 
 

10 405 

Song Thrush 101 
 

101 4,765 

Redwing 60 
 

60 1,370 

Mistle Thrush 1 
 

1 405 

Cetti's Warbler 18 
 

18 61 

Grasshopper Warbler 
   

9 

Sedge Warbler 213 2 215 2,285 

Marsh Warbler 
   

2 

Reed Warbler 634 8 642 9,596 

Melodious Warbler 
   

1 

Lesser Whitethroat 55 
 

55 865 

Whitethroat 352 11 363 3,301 

Garden Warbler 20 
 

20 850 

Blackcap 312 
 

312 3,823 

Chiffchaff 210 
 

210 2,364 

Willow Warbler 35 
 

35 3,055 

Wood Warbler 
   

4 

Goldcrest 40 
 

40 1,208 

Firecrest 1 
 

1 11 

Spotted Flycatcher 
   

188 

Pied Flycatcher 
   

12 

Bearded Tit 2 
 

2 107 

Long-tailed Tit 101 
 

101 2,793 

Marsh Tit 2 
 

2 70 

Willow Tit 
   

179 

Coal Tit 9 
 

9 1,050 

Blue Tit 1,041 506 1,547 26,697 

Great Tit 412 327 739 11,537 

Nuthatch 7 
 

7 250 

Treecreeper 13 
 

13 353 

Great Grey Shrike 
   

2 

Jay 9 
 

9 411 

Magpie 6 
 

6 158 

Jackdaw 
 

20 20 45 

Carrion Crow 1 
 

1 14 

Starling 72 13 85 5,063 

House Sparrow 49 13 62 842 

Tree Sparrow 
   

930 

Chaffinch 302 14 316 5,467 

Brambling 1 
 

1 533 

Greenfinch 426 
 

426 17,264 

Goldfinch 173 
 

173 3,540 
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Species 
Full 

grown 
Pullus Totals 

Grand Totals 
1968-2010 

Siskin 4 
 

4 3,475 

Linnet 113 1 114 2,906 

Common Redpoll 
   

1 

Lesser Redpoll 2 
 

2 7,548 

Crossbill 
   

2 

Bullfinch 7 
 

7 2,729 

Hawfinch 
   

31 

Yellowhammer 1 
 

1 564 

Reed Bunting 99 
 

99 2,159 

Corn Bunting 4 
 

4 98 

Totals 6,720 1,026 7,746 179,417 

 

Individual Site Totals 2010 

Ringing site County Grid Ref 
Full 

grown 
Pulli 

Retraps/ 
Controls 

Total 

Bough Beech GBKEN TQ4948 359 41 42 442 

Brook Farm GBSUR TQ3749 
 

48 
 

48 

Blindley Heath Cricket Club GBSUR TQ3645 
 

7 
 

7 

near Dormansland GBSUR TQ4241 
 

18 
 

18 

Chiddingstone GBKEN TQ5147 
 

2 
 

2 

Chalk GBKEN TQ6772 30 5 6 41 

Crossness Sewage Works GBGLO TQ4980 1,687 28 888 2,603 

Shooters Hill GBGLO TQ4476 
  

1 
 Eynsford GBKEN TQ5365 642 6 159 807 

Fawkenham GBKEN TQ5765 
 

38 
 

38 

Greenwich Park GBGLO TQ3977 15 
  

15 

Hadlow College GBKEN TQ6450 30 
  

30 

Hayes GBGLO TQ4065 151 127 54 332 

Higham Marshes GBMED TQ7175 15 
 

6 21 

Nr Chalkhurst GBKEN TQ5364 
  

1 1 

Jubilee Park GBGLO TQ4368 11 102 
 

113 

Farnborough GBGLO TQ4462 
    Kemsing GBKEN TQ5658 
 

4 
 

4 

King Farm, South Godstone GBSUR TQ3547 
 

6 
  Knights, Nags Hall GBSUR TQ3651 

 
13 

 
13 

Knockholt GBKEN TQ4759 
 

13 
 

13 

Limpsfield GBSUR TQ4153 
 

8 
 

8 

Mereworth Woods GBKEN TQ6455 
 

153 
 

153 

Newhouse Farm GBSUR TQ3749 
 

16 
 

16 

Bromhey Farm GBMED TQ7676 1,199 6 531 1,736 

Oxleas Wood GBGLO TQ4476 2 232 1 235 

Near Ruxley GBGLO TQ4769 52 
 

19 71 

Shorne Marshes, Gravesend GBKEN TQ6774 1,509 8 337 1,854 

Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve GBKEN TQ5256 748 111 244 1,103 

Tandridge GBSUR TQ3750 270 27 37 334 

Tedham Farm, Whitewood GBSUR TQ3445 
 

3 
 

3 

Vexour GBKEN TQ5145 
 

4 
 

4 

Totals 6,720 1,026 2,326 10,065 
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Nest Record Cards 
 
The group submitted 243 nest record cards to the BTO during 2010; the analysis is as follows: 
 

Species 
Number 
of nests 

Average 
number 
of eggs 

Average 
number 
of pulli 

Average 
number 
of visits 

Success Failure 
Unknown 
outcome 

Barn Owl 2 5 4 4 50% 50%   

Blackbird 1 4 3 7 100%     

Blue Tit 88 10 8 7 84% 15% 1% 

Canada Goose 5 5 2 4 60% 40%   

Collared Dove 1 2   2   100%   

Coot 15 3 3 4 87%   13% 

Great crested Grebe 2 3 3 4 100%     

Great Tit 89 8 5 6 79% 21%   

House Sparrow 2 5 5 6 100%     

Jackdaw 2 5 4 5 100%     

Kestrel 5 4 3 5 100%     

Reed Warbler 1 4 4 3 100%     

Robin 1 6 6 4 100%     

Starling 3 5 3 6 67% 33%   

Stock Dove 2 2 2 3 50%   50% 

Swallow 20 5 4 5 80% 20%   

Tawny Owl 2 2 2 3 100%     

Woodpigeon 2 2 2 5 50% 50%   

Total 243 
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Recoveries and Controls 
 

Age when ringed:  This is given according to the EURING code. The figures do not represent years. Interpretation is as follows:  

 1  Pullus (nestling or chick). 

                                           2  Fully-grown, year of hatching unknown. 

                                           3  Hatched during calendar year of ringing. 

                                           4  Hatched before calendar year of ringing, exact year unknown. 

                                             5  Hatched during previous calendar year. 

                                             6  Hatched before previous calendar year, exact year unknown. 

 7 Definitely hatched two calendar years ago 

 8 Hatched three or more years ago 

 

                                       F = Female,   M = Male,  J = In juvenile plumage  

 

Condition at recovery:            X  Found dead. 

                                              XF  Found freshly dead or dying. 

                                              XL  Found dead (not recent). 

                                                +  Shot or intentionally killed by man. 

                                                SR  Found sick or injured ð released with ring. 

                                           S  Found sick or injured ð not known to have been released. 

                                           A  Alive & healthy  - fate unknown. 

                                          AC  Alive & healthy ð taken into captivity. 

                                             V  Alive & healthy, caught and released, not by a ringer. 

                                           VV  Alive & healthy, ring or colour marks read in the field 

  R  Caught & released by a ringer 

  RR  Alive & healthy, ring or colour marks read in the field by a ringer 

                                                //  Condition on finding wholly unknown. 

 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor 

Z18769 3 05/09/2009 Warnham Mill Pond, Horsham: 51°4'N 0°20'W (TQ1732) (West Sussex)  

 R 12/08/2010 Bough Beech: 51°13'N 0°8'E (TQ4948) (Kent)    

    37km ENE, 341 days 

 

Greylag Goose Anser anser 

5213880 3 16/06/2002 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 R 22/06/2003 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

 VV 16/02/2010 Walton on Thames: 51°23'N 0°26'W (TQ0966) (Surrey)    

    44km WNW, 7 yrs 245 days 

5213885 3 16/06/2002 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 23/02/2010 Kensington Gardens: 51°30'N 0°11'W (TQ2680) (Gtr. London)    

    35km NW, 7 yrs 252 days 

5219604 4M 22/06/2003 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 XF 27/04/2010 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

    0km, 6 yrs 309 days 

5219609 4 22/06/2003 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 15/03/2005 London Wetland Centre, Barnes: 51°29'N 0°15'W (TQ2277) (Gtr London)   

 VV 25/12/2010 Kensington Gardens: 51°30'N 0°11'W (TQ2680) (Greater London)    

    35km NW, 7 yrs 186days 
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5219631 4M 22/06/2003 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  
 +F 10/12/2003 Wouldham: 51°22'N 0°29'E (TQ7366) (Kent)    

    23km ENE, 171 days 

5231336 4 26/06/2005 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 +F 27/12/2010 Postern, Tonbridge: 51°11'N 0°17'E (TQ6046) (Kent)    

    13km SSE, 5 yrs 184days 

5237336 3 26/06/2005 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 +F 26/12/2009 Wouldham: 51°20'N 0°28'E (TQ7263) (Kent)    

    20km ENE, 4 yrs 183days 

5237474 3 26/06/2005 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 R 25/06/2006 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)     

 VV 04/09/2010 Kensington Gardens: 51°30'N 0°11'W (TQ2680) (Gtr. London)    

    35km NW, 5 yrs 70 days 

5243378 4 25/06/2006 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 11/01/2008 Warnham Mill Pond, Horsham: 51°4'N 0°20'W (TQ1732) (West Sussex)    

 VV 10/01/2009 Walland Marsh: 50°59'N 0°50'E (TQ9924) (Kent 

 VV 25/09/2009 Warnham Mill Pond, Horsham: 51°4'N 0°20'W (TQ1732) (West Sussex 

 VV 28/12/2009 Warnham Mill Pond, Horsham: 51°4'N 0°20'W (TQ1732) (West Sussex 

 VV 03/01/2010 Scotney Court: 50°56'N 0°52'E (TR0119) (East Sussex)    

    62km SE, 3 yrs 192 days 

5243388 4 25/06/2006 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 R 24/06/2007 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

 XF 27/04/2010 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

    0km, 3 yrs 306 days 

5243390 4 25/06/2006 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 02/01/2010 Rainham Marshes: 51°30'N 0°11'E (TQ5280) (Essex)    

    24km N, 3 yrs 191days 

5246176 4 14/06/2009 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 27/05/2010 Tenterden: 51°4'N 0°40'E (TQ8733) (Kent)    

    41km SE, 347 days 

5246179 4 14/06/2009 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 RR 08/10/2009 Dungeness: 50°54'N 0°57'E (TR0716) (Kent) 

 VV 05/07/2010 Tenterden: 51°4'N 0°40'E (TQ8733) (Kent)    

    41km SE, 1 yr 21 days 

5247314 3 15/06/2008 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 26/03/2010 Walthamstow Reservoirs: 51°35'N 0°3'W (TQ3589) (Gtr. London)    

    37km NNW, 1 yr 284 days 

5247417 4 13/06/2010 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 +F 20/11/2010 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

    0km, 160 days 

5251020 4 25/06/2006 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 +F 26/11/2010 Isle of Sheppey: 51°22'N 0°46'E (TQ9367) (Kent)    

    42km ENE, 4 yrs 154days 

5251172 4 24/06/2007 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 XF 11/01/2011 Small Dole: 50°53'N 0°18'W (TQ2011) (West Sussex)    

    56km SW, 3 yrs 201days 

5251183 4 24/06/2007 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 04/07/2010 Kensington Gardens: 51°30'N 0°11'W (TQ2680) (Gtr. London)    

    35km NW, 3 yrs 10 days 
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Greater Canada Goose Branta canadensis 

5240407 1 27/06/2007 Barnes: 51°28'N 0°16'W (TQ2176) (Gtr. London)  

 R 13/06/2010 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

    37km ESE, 2 yrs 351days 

5240887 4 07/07/2008 Clapham Common: 51°27'N 0°10'W (TQ2874) (Gtr. London)  

 R 14/06/2009 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

 R 13/06/2010 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

    31km SE, 1 yr 341 days 

 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus  

ER76741 1 17/06/2007 Blindley Heath Cricket Club: 51°11'N 0°3'W (TQ3645) (Surrey)  

 XF 22/11/2009 South Nutfield: 51°12'N 0°8'W (TQ3047) (Surrey)    

    6km WNW, 2 yrs 158days 

 

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus  

EP30660 8 01/01/1997 Long Reach Sewage Works: 51°28'N 0°13'E (TQ5576) (Kent)  

 XF 24/07/2010 Ordfordness: 52°5'N 1°34'E (TM4549) (Suffolk)    

    115km NE, 13 yrs 204 days 

The groupõs longevity record for this species is 20 years and 3 months and the national record 29 years and 19 
days. See also ER13702 below. 

EP78396 8 05/01/2008 Rainham Landfill Tip: 51°29'N 0°11'E (TQ5278) (Greater London)  
 R 19/12/2010 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)    
  3km NW 2 yrs 348days 

ER13702 5 09/03/1991 Pitsea Landfill Site: 51°32'N 0°30'E (TQ7485) (Essex)  
 R 19/12/2010 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)   
    24km W 19 yrs 285days 

ER16583 5 14/02/2009 Pitsea Landfill Site: 51°32'N 0°30'E (TQ7485) (Essex)  

 R 02/12/2010 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)    
  24km W, 1 yr 291days 

EX03314 6 06/03/2010 Pitsea Landfill Site: 51°32'N 0°30'E (TQ7485) (Essex)  
 R 19/12/2010 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)    
 24km W 288 days 

 

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto  

EP30749 4M 30/09/2010 Hayes: 51°22'N 0°1'E (TQ4065) (Greater London)  

 XF 17/11/2010 Hayes: 51°22'N 0°1'E (TQ4066) (Greater London)    

    0km, 48 days 

 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major 

RH44980 3 21/06/2010 Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)  

 XF 15/08/2010 Bexhill on Sea: 50°50'N 0°25'E (TQ7007) (East Sussex)    

    69km S, 55 days 

The median distance travelled by all recoveries of Great Spotted Woodpeckers found dead in the UK is just 
2km, and 95% of all recoveries are within 40km of the ringing site. So this is an exceptional movement, and one 
wonders where the bird may have ended up had it not hit a window in this south coast town.  

 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 

L166899 3 13/09/2010 Spurn Head: 53°34'N 0°6'E (TA3910) (East Riding of Yorkshire)  

 R 30/09/2010 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)    

    238km S, 17 days 

Coincidentally, our only previous control for this species was also ringed at Spurn Point on 9th October 1986 and 
controlled at Long Reach SW 29th November 1989. 
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Robin Erithacus rubecula  

X376492 3 22/11/2008 Chalk: 51°25'N 0°24'E (TQ6772) (Kent)  

 R 18/12/2009 Chalk: 51°25'N 0°24'E (TQ6772) (Kent)    

 XF 24/06/2010 Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6773) (Kent)    

    2km N, 1 yr 214 days 

 

Blackbird Turdus merula  

LA73364 1 17/05/2009 Chalk: 51°25'N 0°24'E (TQ6772) (Kent)  

 R 05/01/2010 Chalk: 51°25'N 0°24'E (TQ6772) (Kent)    

 XF 22/08/2010 Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6773) (Kent)    

    2km N, 1 yr 97days 

LA73446 6F 12/02/2010 near Eynsford: 51°22'N 0°12'E (TQ5365) (Kent)  

 XF 19/07/2010 Eynsford: 51°22'N 0°12'E (TQ5365) (Kent)    

    0km, 157 days 

LB51223 3M 20/12/2009 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  

 XF 23/04/2010 Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6773) (Kent)    

    0km, 124 days 

 

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

L206354 3 26/06/2010 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  

 R 11/07/2010 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    

    62km SSE, 15 days 

L344045 3 01/08/2010 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  

 R 13/08/2010 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    

    62km SSE, 12 days 

V637657 3 11/08/2009 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)  

 R 29/04/2010 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)    
  76km NNW, 261 days 

X516834 4M 10/05/2009 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)  

 R 31/05/2009 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)    

 R 05/07/2009 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)    

 R 25/04/2010 Rye Meads: 51°46'N 0°0'W (TL3810) (Hertfordshire)    

    31km NNW, 350 days 

 R 09/05/2010 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)    

 R 23/05/2010 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)    

    0km, 1 yr 13 days 

This bird appears to have overshot on spring migration but was back on its breeding territory at Crossness 
within a few days. 

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

L344181 3 08/08/2010 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  

 R 01/09/2010 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    
     62km SSE, 24 days 

R265247 3 14/08/2003 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)  

 R 27/04/2008 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)     

 R 01/05/2010 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)     

 R 01/08/2010 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)    

    62km NNW, 6 yrs 352 days 

Someway short of our longevity record for this species of nine years eight months but an interesting record all 
the same. 
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A228994 3 11/08/2006 Lago de Santo Andre: 38°5'N 8°47'W (Setúbal) , Portugal 
POL R 24/05/2007 Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)    

    1652km NNE, 286 days 

Our first control of this species from Portugal. 

V050696 4 23/04/2006 Bough Beech: 51°13'N 0°8'E (TQ4948) (Kent)  

 XF 26/05/2010 Winkhurst Green: 51°13'N 0°8'E (TQ4949) (Kent)    

    0km, 4 yrs 33 days 

V642925 3 09/09/2008 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)  

 R 26/07/2009 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

 R 06/06/2010 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

    54km NW, 1 yr 270days 

X039203 4 27/04/2008 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  

 R 19/07/2010 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    

    62km SSE, 2 yrs 83 days 

X145942 3 03/08/2009 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)  

 R 25/07/2010 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)    

    62km NNW, 356 days 

X458068 3 31/07/2009 South Foreland: 51°8'N 1°22'E (TR3643) (Kent)  

 R 26/06/2010 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)    

    75km WNW, 330 days 

X709988 3 26/07/2009 Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)  

 R 15/08/2009 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    

    63km SSE 20 days 

X813427 3 11/08/2009 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  

 R 08/09/2009 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    

    62km SSE 28 days 

X813432 3 11/08/2009 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  

 R 11/09/2009 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)   62km SSE 31 days 

 R 10/07/2010 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)    

    0km, 333 days 

X879055 3 16/08/2009 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)   

 R 26/06/2010 Queen Mary Reservoir: 51°25'N 0°29'W (TQ0670) (Surrey)    

    45km WSW, 314 days 

X879146 3 21/08/2009 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)  

 R 03/08/2010 Lapscheure: 51°17'N 3°20'E (West-Vlaanderen), Belgium,  

    222km E, 347 days 

An unusual recovery because of the orientation of the movement, presumably both were passage records, the 
birdõs origin being further north. This is our first recovery of this species in Belgium. 

X879164 3 13/09/2009 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)  

 R 04/07/2010 Chalton Sewage Works: 51°56'N 0°30'W (TL0327) (Bedfordshire)    

    66km NW, 294 days 

 

Whitethroat Sylvia communis 

T288520 3 01/08/2004 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)  

 R 10/09/2009 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    

    76km SSE, 5 yrs 40days 

T756310 3 28/08/2005 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)  

 R 07/09/2009 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    

    76km SSE, 4 yrs 10days 

The group has only had one previous recovery over 10km for this species and this was back in 1988. So, 
although not long distance movements, it is nice to have these two south-coast recoveries. 
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Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  

L206479 3J 03/07/2010 Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)  

 R 01/09/2010 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    
     62km S, 60 days 

X813059 3J 28/06/2009 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)  

 R 02/08/2009 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)  
 R 29/08/2009 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    

    76km SSE, 62 days 

X813553 3J 17/07/2009 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)  

 R 13/09/2009 Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    

    76km SSE, 58 days 

X879661 3F 21/09/2009 Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)  

 R 09/07/2010 Pitsford Reservoir, Northampton: 52°19'N 0°53'W (SP7669) (Northamptonshire) 

    137km NW, 291 days 

X904681 3M 12/09/2009 Wraysbury Gravel Pits: 51°27'N 0°33'W (TQ0173) (Gtr. London)  

 R 22/04/2010 Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)    

    75km E, 222 days 

 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos biarmicus  

CLY468 2 02/10/2010 Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  

 XF 24/10/2010 Northfleet: 51°25'N 0°21'E (TQ6372) (Kent)    

    4km WSW, 22 days 

 

Blue Tit Parus montanus 

L206985 1 27/05/2010 Oxleas Wood: 51°28'N 0°4'E (TQ4476) (Gtr. London)  

 XF 15/06/2010 Shooters Hill: 51°28'N 0°3'E (TQ4376) (Gtr. London)    

    1km W, 19 days 

L343744 3J 08/08/2010 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 XF 07/11/2010 Dunton Green: 51°17'N 0°10'E (TQ5156) (Kent)    

    1km W, 91 days 

 

Great Tit Parus major  

TK90228 1 19/05/2007 Oxleas Wood: 51°28'N 0°4'E (TQ4476) (Gtr. London)  

 XF 08/08/2010 Welling: 51°28'N 0°4'E (TQ4476) (Greater London)    

    1km E, 3 yrs 81 days 

TP95576 1 20/06/2010 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 XF 18/09/2010 Dunton Green: 51°17'N 0°10'E (TQ5156) (Kent)    

    1km W, 90 days 

 

Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   
 3F 27/12/2005 Tandridge, Surrey: 51°14'N 0°2'W (TQ3750) (Surrey) 

 XF 19/03/2010 Tandridge, Surrey: 51°14'N 0°2'W (TQ3750) (Surrey) 

    0km, 4 yrs 83 days 

  

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris  

TJ71980 3M 09/10/2008 near Eynsford: 51°22'N 0°12'E (TQ5365) (Kent)  

 XF 16/08/2010 Tonbridge: 51°11'N 0°16'E (TQ5845) (Kent)    

    21km SSE, 1 yr 311 days 

TL95869 3M 19/09/2009 near Eynsford: 51°22'N 0°12'E (TQ5365) (Kent)  

 R 27/05/2010 near Eynsford: 51°22'N 0°12'E (TQ5365) (Kent)    

 X 15/06/2010 Eynsford: 51°22'N 0°12'E (TQ5365) (Kent)    

    0km, 269 days 
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TP61960 5M 18/04/2010 Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Gtr. London)  

 XF 05/10/2010 Erith: 51°29'N 0°8'E (TQ4879) (Greater London)    

    2km SSW, 170 days 

 

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis  

L005477 3F 01/12/2009 Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)  

 R 24/04/2010 Walney Bird Observatory: 54°2'N 3°12'W (SD2161) (Cumbria)    

    381km NW, 144 days 

Controlled as a breeding female, this bird would appear to have returned north after moving south for the 
winter. 

  

Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea  

L743693 3M 07/11/2010 Kilnsea: 53°37'N 0°8'E (TA4115) (East Riding of Yorkshire)  

 R 03/12/2010 Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)    

    242km S, 26 days 

Our first control for this species. However the more common (in Britain) Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret  has 
only recently been given species status and some of the groupõs past recoveries may have related to the 
nominate race. 
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Birds Ringed in Previous Years & Recaptured in 2010 
This table shows the initial year of ringing for all retraps recorded by the group during 2010 including sighting 
records reported by members of the public where the bird is at its original ringing location. 
 

Species 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 

Greylag Goose 7 17 6 7 8 
 

2 
 

1 1 

Canada Goose 7 4 
  

1 
 

1 1 
 

1 

Woodpigeon 
     

1 
    Green Woodpecker 2 2 

        Great Spotted Woodpecker 4 2 
 

2 1 
     Wren 18 4 3 

       Dunnock 54 23 6 1 4 
     Robin 27 8 4 1 1 
     Stonechat 1 

 
1 

       Blackbird 47 12 8 2 1 1 
    Song Thrush 5 3 3 

       Redwing 1 
         Cetti's Warbler 3 1 

        Sedge Warbler 8 
         Reed Warbler 34 11 8 3 

 
1 2 

   Lesser Whitethroat 1 2 
        Whitethroat 48 7 4 1 

      Garden Warbler 
   

1 1 
     Blackcap 10 3 2 1 

      Chiffchaff 4 1 
        Long-tailed Tit 24 4 2 

       Coal Tit 2 
         Blue Tit 101 26 11 3 1 

     Great Tit 88 17 10 2 2 1 
    Treecreeper 2 1 

        Jay 
 

1 
        Starling 

 
2 

        House Sparrow 3 3 
        Chaffinch 22 7 1 1 1 

     Brambling 
          Greenfinch 43 8 1 1 

      Goldfinch 5 1 
        Linnet 5 

 
1 

       Bullfinch 
 

1 
        Reed Bunting 2 3 1 

        

There were two birds reported from 2000, both ringed on 18th June of that year. The Greylag was a sighting 

record at Sevenoaks WR on 9th September 2010 and the Canada was retrapped during the annual roundup on 

13th June 2010. Two Reed Warblers were reported from 2003, and by a remarkable coincidence both were 

originally ringed on the 1st June of that year as adult males; R302889 is a Crossness bird and was last retrapped 

on 13th June 2010; R375259 is from Sevenoaks WR and was last retrapped on 16th May 2010. There were only 

two retrap records for Garden Warbler in 2010 and surprisingly these came from birds ringed in 2005 and 2006 

at Sevenoaks WR. Also of interest was a Great Tit ringed at Crossness on 31st October 2004 was retrapped on 

21st September 2010, having not been recorded during the intervening period.  
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Birds Ringed by the Group and Reported Abroad 1968-2010 
 

 

Species Irl Hol Bel Fra Spa Por Ita Mor Tun Fin Nor Swe Den Bal Rus Pol Cze Ger Oth Totals 

Greylag Goose   1                                   1 

Pintail                         1             1 

Little Ringed Plover       1                               1 

Ringed Plover               1                       1 

Dunlin   2                 1 9 2 1   4   6   25 

Green Sandpiper       1                               1 

Black-headed Gull   15 2 1           12 1 13 25 10 4 9 1 13   106 

Common Gull                         1 1           2 

Turtle Dove       1 1                             2 

Sand Martin       1         1                     2 

Meadow Pipit           1                           1 

Blackbird   3 1 2 1         2   1 2         4   16 

Fieldfare         1   1         1       1       4 

Song Thrush       4                           2   6 

Redwing       2   1 1                     1   5 

Sedge Warbler       2                               2 

Reed Warbler     2 9 2 1   1                     1 16 

Garden Warbler         1     1                       2 

Blackcap       1       1                       2 

Chiffchaff          1     1                       2 

Bearded Tit                                   1   1 

Starling   1 3 3           2         2 2   2   15 

Chaffinch   2 1             1 1 2           2   9 

Goldfinch     1 4 5                             10 

Siskin   1 5               1             1   8 

Linnet     1  1                               21 

Redpoll   1 8 4                           1   14 

Totals 0 26 24 37 12 3 2 5 1 17 4 26 31 12 6 16 1 33 1 257 

 
 
 
   Control/Recovery regions are coded as follows: 

    

Irl Eire and Northern Ireland Nor Norway 

Hol The Netherlands Swe Sweden 

Bel Belgium Den Denmark 

Fra France and the Channel Islands 
Bal 

The Baltic Countries (Estonia, Kaliningrad, Latvia & 

Lithuania) Spa Spain 

Por Portugal Rus Russia (CIS), Belarus & Ukraine 

Ita Italy Pol Poland 

Mor Morocco Cze The Czech and Slovak Republics 

Tun Tunisia Ger The United Germany 

Fin Finland Oth Other Countries ( Senegal) 
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Country of Origin of Birds Controlled by the Group 1968-2010 
 
 

Species Irl Hol Bel Fra Spa Por Ita Mor Tun Fin Nor Swe Den Bal Rus Pol Cze Ger Oth Totals 

Dunlin   2               2 3 8 1         6   22 

Black-headed Gull   2 5             1   1   7   2   6   24 

Herring Gull                             1         1 

Sand Martin       2                               2 

Robin     1                                 1 

Blackbird   1                                   1 

Redwing     1                                 1 

Sedge Warbler       2                               2 

Reed Warbler         2  1   1                       4 

Garden Warbler       1                               1 

Blackcap     1                                 1 

Bearded Tit   3                                   3 

Starling   1                                   1 

Chaffinch   1 2 1           1 1   1             7 

Brambling   1                                   1 

Greenfinch       1                               1 

Goldfinch       1                               1 

Siskin 1   1 1               2               5 

Redpoll     2                                 2 

Reed Bunting     1                                 1 

Totals 1 11 14 9 2 1 0 1 0 4 4 11 2 7 1 2 0 12 0 82 

 
 
      Control/Recovery regions are coded as follows: 

    

Irl Eire and Northern Ireland Nor Norway 

Hol The Netherlands Swe Sweden 

Bel Belgium Den Denmark 

Fra France and the Channel Islands 
Bal 

The Baltic Countries (Estonia, Kaliningrad, Latvia & 

Lithuania) Spa Spain 

Por Portugal Rus Russia (CIS), Belarus & Ukraine 

Ita Italy Pol Poland 

Mor Morocco Cze The Czech and Slovak Republics 

Tun Tunisia Ger The United Germany 

Fin Finland Oth Other Countries (Senegal) 
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Longevity Records 
 
The following table shows the group longevity records in years and months. There were no changes to the 
records in 2010. Species marked ** are national longevity records. 

 

Species Years Months  Species Years Months 

Bearded Tit 4 10  Long-tailed Tit  7 10 

Black Redstart 1 9  Magpie  1 10 

Black-headed Gull 20 3  Marsh Tit 1 11 

Blackbird  11 6  Meadow Pipit 1 0 

Blackcap 5 10  Merlin 1 7 

Blue Tit 8 6  Mistle Thrush 5 5 

Bullfinch 7 8  Moorhen 3 9 

Canada Goose  13 11  Mute Swan 5 1 

Chaffinch 6 0  Nightingale 1 1 

Chiffchaff 3 3  Nuthatch 2 5 

Coal Tit 4 0  Pied Wagtail 6 11 

Collared Dove 1 3  Red-legged Partridge 0 5 

Common Sandpiper 2 0  Redpoll Sp.  9 5 

Corn Bunting 0 11  Redshank 16 3 

Cuckoo 2 1  Redwing 2 10 

Dunlin  12 7  Reed Bunting 4 7 

Dunnock 7 11  Reed Warbler 9 8 

Fieldfare 1 0  Ringed Plover 8 11 

Garden Warbler 4 10  Robin 6 9 

Goldcrest 3 9  Sand Martin 3 11 

Goldfinch 5 8  Sedge Warbler 4 2 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 8 0  Siskin 6 0 

Great Tit 8 0  Snipe 9 2 

Green Sandpiper  ** 11 3  Song Thrush  15 9 

Green Woodpecker 6 10  Starling 10 2 

Greenfinch 6 2  Stonechat 0 9 

Greylag Goose 14 0  Swallow 1 3 

Hawfinch 0 6  Swift 2 11 

House Martin 3 1  Tree Pipit 1 0 

House Sparrow 1 1  Tree Sparrow 3 6 

Jackdaw  7 5  Treecreeper 6 7 

Jay 11 0  Turtle Dove 2 10 

Kestrel 7 6  Whitethroat 3 0 

Kingfisher 2 4  Willow Tit 2 2 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 1 0  Willow Warbler 5 0 

Lesser Whitethroat 4 9  Woodpigeon 5 0 

Linnet 3 11  Wren 4 2 

Little Owl 5 11  Yellow Wagtail 0 10 

Little Ringed Plover 1 8  Yellowhammer 8 9 
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Summary of Selected Species 
Phil Jones 

 

Black-headed Gull 
  

2009 1 
 

2010 332 
 The group is only able to catch gulls during prolonged cold spells when the ground is frozen. They are 

caught with a whoosh net and this year all were at Crossness Sewage Works. The last catch was 76 in 
1997. 

          Common Gull 
  

2009 0 
 

2010 2 
 Same comments as above. The last bird ringed was a single in 1991 and this was the best year since six in 

1987. 

          Ring-necked Parakeet 
 

2009 2 
 

2010 9 
 

The grand total before this year was only ten so nine this year was an excellent total. All were caught 
coming to feeders in a garden at Eynsford. The first for the group was as recently as 2003. 

          Tawny Owl 
  

2009 0 
 

2010 5 
 

This species was last ringed in 2005 when four pulli were ringed. All of the 2010 birds were pulli, with a 
single at Bough Beech, two near Dormansland and two at South Godstone, all in boxes. The group had 
only ringed ten prior to this year. 

          Swift 
   

2009 0 
 

2010 1 
 A welcome return to the group's list with the last being two ringed in 1995. It was caught at Shorne 

Marshes. 

          Meadow Pipit 
  

2009 210 
 

2010 321 
 For the second year running we have exceeded any previous total. The majority of these birds were 

autumn migrants attracted to a tape at Shorne Marshes. 

          Sedge Warbler 
  

2009 153 
 

2010 223 
 

The group used to ring large numbers, particularly at several reed bed sites in south Essex. The last big 
year was 201 in 1981 when 104 were ringed at Mucking. In 2010 152 were ringed at Shorne Marshes and 
49 at Crossness. 

          Reed Warbler 
  

2009 506 
 

2010 705 
 This species had a very successful breeding season. As with the previous species, 1981 was the last great 

year when 785 were ringed with 395 at Mucking and 267 at West Thurrock. The principal sites are now 
Shorne Marshes with 295 ringed and Crossness where 275 were ringed. 

          Chiffchaff 
  

2009 184 
 

2010 215 
 It is a long time since we achieved such a high number and numbers dropped as low as eight in 1984. This 

species, like most warblers, had a very successful breeding season. Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve was the 
best site with 145 ringed. 

          Willow Warbler 
  

2009 21 
 

2010 35 
 The best year since 65 in 1998 and a lot better than the low of five in 2003. The group caught 149 in 1993, 

which included 93 at Mereworth. The best site in 2010 was Crossness with 15 caught. 
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Treecreeper 
  

2009 14 
 

2010 16 
 The total equals the previous record set in 2003. Ten were caught at Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve, the most 

wooded of the group's present sites. 

          Magpie 
   

2009 4 
 

2010 6 
 The last good year was seven in 1996, of which five were ringed at Hurst Green. This year the maximum 

catch was three at Crossness. 

          Jackdaw 
   

2009 16 
 

2010 20 
 Only 25 had been ringed previously and 16 of these were last year. All the birds were pulli from boxes with 

14 at Bough Beech and three each at Godstone and Dormansland. 

          Carrion Crow 
  

2009 0 
 

2010 1 
 A bird that we seldom catch, with the last being two at Sevenoaks in 1988. This bird was caught in a 

garden site at Eynsford. 

          Linnet 
   

2009 89 
 

2010 120 
 The fortunes of this species continue to rise in our area, mainly thanks to Shorne Marshes where 99 were 

ringed. In 1989 187 were ringed including 71 at Long Reech SF. 

          Reed Bunting 
  

2009 51 
 

2010 106 
 The group equalled the 1990 total when 80 were ringed at Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve. This year 64 were 

ringed at Shorne Marshes and 17 at Crossness. 
 
 
 

 

Goose Ringing Project 
          Roger Taylor 
 
Every year since 1982 the Dartford Ringing Group has carried out a roundup of the geese at the Sevenoaks 
Wildlife Reserve (previously the Jeffery Harrison Reserve). This involves a large number of ringers, canoeists 
and other helpers and takes place during the period when the geese are flightless in mid June.  

The tables below show the number of new birds and retraps processed, together with a retrap history showing the 
original ringing year of birds retrapped in 2010.  

       Capture Totals 
Species Adults First Year Retraps Total 

Greylag Goose 40 48 34 122 

Canada Goose 22 9 15 46 

Total    168 

               

 Original ringing year of birds recaptured in 2010 

Species Total 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 

Greylag Goose 34 4 15 5 2 6 
 

1 
 

1  

Canada Goose 15 7 4 
  

1 
 

1 1  1 

 
We are most grateful to all the ringers, canoeists and helpers who make this event successful and enable us to 
continue our important research into the lives of these birds. 
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Crossness Nature Reserve CES Report 
Roger Taylor 

 
Another excellent ringing year at Crossness Nature Reserve, with the second highest total of 1,687 full grown 
birds and 28 nestlings ringed. However, the unusually high number of Black-headed Gulls ringed during the 
snowy weather in January and December boosted the totals and masked a noticeable decline in some common 
breeding species, details of which are given in the body of this report. The extensive building works adjacent 
to the ringing site appear to have affected the number of adults present during the breeding season and 
consequently the breeding productivity of a number of species. Due to the various works, and resulting lack of 
water on the West Paddock during the winter months, there were no opportunities for wader ringing in 2010. 
The number of pulli ringed was exceptionally low and it is believed that reduced adult survival rates due to 
the hard winter of 2009/10 meant that the less than optimal habitat for tits at Crossness was left vacant 
during the breeding season. 
 

   Annual totals 

Year 
Full 

grown 
Pulli Total 

2002 693 
 

693 

2003 1,064 33 1,097 

2004 1,163 34 1,197 

2005 1,141 52 1,193 

2006 1,395 54 1,449 

2007 1,217 41 1,258 

2008 934 40 974 

2009 1,894 50 1,944 

2010 1,687 28 1,715 

Totals 11,188 332 11,520 

 
 
 

CES Ringing 
This is the eighth year of the Constant Effort ringing programme at Crossness Nature Reserve. Generally the 
weather was favourable for mist netting but even so, three sessions were adversely affected by wind or rain. 
All twelve core CES visits were completed, comprising some 76 hours of fieldwork or 36,480 net-foot hours. The 
overall capture totals were down 20% on last year, with significant decreases in both adult abundance and 
productivity. 
 
  CES visits during 2010 

Visit 
No. 

Date Capture Total 

1 9-May-10 20 

2 16-May-10 24 

3 23-May-10 41 

4 5-Jun-10 60 

5 12-Jun-10 50 

6 27-Jun-10 131 

7 4-Jul-10 106 

8 18-Jul-10 136 

9 25-Jul-10 83 

10 8-Aug-10 148 

11 21-Aug-10 104 

12 29-Aug-10 55 
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Adult abundance 
The national CES data indicates that overall adult abundance was lower than in 2009. This may be because of 
the winter temperatures of 2009/10, which were the lowest for 30 years, and the snow cover that appears to 
have particularly affected ground-feeding species by limiting their food supply. However, this did not hold true 
for all species at a local level. At Crossness, we recorded a slight reduction in the number of adult Wrens but 
both Dunnock and Robin appeared to survive the winter in good numbers, with Blackbird and Song Thrush also 
holding up well. The results for finches and buntings were unfortunately not so good, with a further decline in 
the now rather isolated Reed Bunting population, and the local Greenfinch population appears to have been 
badly hit by an outbreak of Trichomoniasis, a disease caused by a microscopic parasite, and numbers of both 
adults and juveniles have fallen sharply. This may also have affected local Goldfinch populations but no direct 
evidence of this, in the form of sick birds, was observed at Crossness.  
 
The number of adult summer migrants recorded at Crossness in 2010 was, we believe, affected to a large 
extent by the considerable habitat loss due to the sewage works extension and the installation of electricity 
cables to the new incinerator. Of the three principle breeding species for the site, Blackcap showed the 
greatest change with 75% less adults recorded. This compares with an 11% increase nationally. Whitethroat 
numbers were the same as in 2009 but some birds appear to have arrived on site and then moved on, having 
found the range of nesting sites greatly reduced. Reed Warblers however, found an abundance of nest sites and 
55 adults were recorded during the CES sessions, up 41% on the previous year but this is still considerably lower 
than the 75 individuals recorded in 2006. Sedge Warbler numbers were also down but only slightly on 2009. For 
the first time, no adult Chiffchaffs were recorded during CES sessions and they are thought not to have breed 
within the recording area in 2010. 
 

Breeding productivity 
For what was a record year for many species across the UK, the situation at Crossness was unfortunately less 
encouraging. Reed Warblers did exceptionally well, as they did nationally, with a 32.7% increase in productivity 
(35% nationally) and both Wren and Long-tailed Tit bounced back from the winter mortality, with the latter 
producing at least three broods within the recording area. The substantial increase in the number of juvenile 
Willow Warblers, whilst being very pleasing in what is now an uncommon breeding species in this part of the 
country, is misleading, as those recorded were most likely early passage birds, the species having had a good 
breeding season further north in the UK. Generally, the picture was rather grim, with large declines in most of 
the commonly recorded species, with Dunnock (-26%), Robin (-27%), Blackbird (-70%), Whitethroat (-44%), 
Blackcap (-42%) and Greenfinch (-26%) being the most remarkable. It is thought that these reductions are not 
entirely due to declines in productivity , a view which is supported by the national data, but are partly as a 
result of a reduction in nesting attempts due to local habitat loss and that many adults that might have bred at 
Crossness simply went elsewhere. Hopefully, now that some of the works are complete we will see a return to 
previous breeding densities but with the loss of a large area of habitat next to the recording area it is 
inevitable that we will see reduced breeding populations of a number of species over the coming years. 
 
      CES Captures for 2010 and a comparison with the previous year 

 
Species 

2009 

 

2010 

 

% Change 

Adults Juveniles Total 
 

Adults Juveniles Total 
 

Adults Juveniles 

Kestrel 
     

1 1 
   

Cuckoo 
    

1 
 

1 
   

Great Sp Woodpecker 2 5 7 
 

1 3 4 
 

-50.0% -40.0% 

Wren 16 14 30 
 

15 19 34 
 

-6.3% 35.7% 

Dunnock 18 27 45 
 

19 20 39 
 

5.6% -25.9% 

Robin 5 26 31 
 

6 19 25 
 

20.0% -26.9% 

Blackbird 15 10 25 
 

15 3 18 
  

-70.0% 

Song Thrush 4 5 9 
 

4 6 10 
  

20.0% 

Sedge Warbler 14 50 64 
 

12 23 35 
 

-14.3% -54.0% 

Reed Warbler 39 98 137 
 

55 130 185 
 

41.0% 32.7% 

Lesser Whitethroat 2 9 11 
 

3 5 8 
 

50.0% -44.4% 

Whitethroat 35 151 186 
 

35 84 119 
  

-44.4% 

Garden Warbler 
 

6 6 
  

2 2 
  

-66.7% 

Blackcap 28 65 93 
 

7 38 45 
 

-75.0% -41.5% 
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Chiffchaff 7 14 21 
  

2 2 
 

-100.0% -85.7% 

Willow Warbler 1 1 2 
 

1 9 10 
  

800.0% 

Firecrest 
    

1 
 

1 
   

Long-tailed Tit 
 

2 2 
 

1 17 18 
  

750.0% 

Blue Tit 3 43 46 
 

3 35 38 
  

-18.6% 

Great Tit 5 39 44 
 

11 33 44 
 

120.0% -15.4% 

Magpie 
 

1 1 
  

1 1 
   

Starling 1 4 5 
  

1 1 
 

-100.0% -75.0% 

Chaffinch 4 7 11 
 

2 3 5 
 

-50.0% -57.1% 

Greenfinch 26 131 157 
 

15 97 112 
 

-42.3% -26.0% 

Goldfinch 5 26 31 
 

2 17 19 
 

-60.0% -34.6% 

Linnet 2 4 6 
 

4 4 8 
 

100.0% 
 

Bullfinch 
 

5 5 
      

-100.0% 

Reed Bunting 5 
 

5 

 

1 
 

1 

 

-80.0% 
 

Totals 237 743 980 214 572 786 -9.7% -23.0% 

 
 

Retraps 
One of the more important aspects of ringing is the subsequent recording of birds previously ringed (retraps). 
The majority of small passerines do not live very long and in many cases, the average life expectancy would be 
less than twelve months. Nevertheless, these short-term records are valuable, as they help estimate survival 
rates, site fidelity and longevity. During 2010 there were 250 records of birds ringed at Crossness in previous 
years, a substantial increase over the previous year, and these are listed in the table below.  
 
Most notable amongst these records are a Reed Warbler ringed as an adult male on 1st June 2003 and retrapped 
on 16th May 2010. This bird had also been recorded on site in 2004 and 2007. Another Reed Warbler ringed as a 
juvenile on 15th August 2004 was retrapped as a breeding male on 21st June 2010. A juvenile Blackbird ringed 
on 25th July 2004 was retrapped as a breeding male on 30th May 2010, and in most of the intervening years. Also 
from 2004, was a female Great Tit, ringed as a juvenile on 31st October 2004 and  not recorded again until it 
was retrapped on 21st September 2010. 
  

Nest recording 
A small number of tit nest boxes have been in place on the reserve since 2003 but the take up has been 
generally poor and especially so in 2010. Crossness is not ideal tit habitat and whilst there are good numbers of 
both Blue and Great Tit present during the winter this is as a result of a continuous artificial food supply and in 
the spring the numbers fall away to just a few pairs. Great Tit has been the dominant species, and in recent 
years few Blue Tit pairs have attempted to nest. Survival rates to fledging are well below those found for these 
species in good quality woodland habitat.  
 
Although the Barn Owls did not breed again this year, we were fortunate that a pair of Kestrels decided to use 
one of the owl boxes and successfully reared three chicks. A pair of Stock Doves laid two eggs in another owl 
box but only one chick survived to fledging. 

 



D.R.G. Ringing Report 2010 

Page  25 

Mereworth Wood Conservation Report 
Bob Francis 

This report was initially prepared for the Ministry of Defence  
 

Dormice 

Year Dormice* 
Evidence of 

breeding 
dormice 

Nests 
without 

dormice* 

October 
dormouse 

count 
Other small mammals 

2002 10 No 7 3 3 wood mice 

2003 6 Yes 1 4 None 

2004  12 Yes 8 9 2 adult +2 baby yellow-necked mice 

 2005 11 Yes 2 9 1 adult yellow-necked mouse 

2006 8 Yes 3 3 None 

2007 26 Yes 13 9 None 

2008 7 Yes 10 3 None 

2009 8 Possible 17 1 None 

2010  19 Yes 15 5 None 

 
Monthly inspection of the dormouse boxes has been carried out between April and November in line with 
National Dormouse Monitoring Scheme protocols.  The figures marked by * refer to dormouse/nest encounters 
and will include double counting month to month.  The October count is of individual dormice and is the one 
used by the National Dormouse Monitoring Scheme for site comparison.  Of the 22 dormouse boxes at 
Mereworth Woods, 11 (50%) were used by dormice. Of the 11 dormouse-occupied boxes, dormice were found in 
8 with the remainder containing unoccupied nests only. One lactating female occupied a box with 4 babies. 
There were at least 8 individual dormice among the 8 encounters during the 8 monitoring sessions, 3 males and 
1 female and 4 young. 
 

 
 
There are now 4 hazel coppice compartments of differing ages and dormice are in all but the most mature 
(overstood) compartment.  In a year when national figures are on the low side, this yearõs count at Mereworth 
is high, considering the relatively small number of boxes in place.  The high numbers are due in no small part 
to the active coppicing regime in this part of the wood. 
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Bird Count 2010 

Breeding Birds 
Visitors and non-proven 

breeders 

Pheasant Coal Tit Turtle Dove  

Woodcock  Long-tailed Tit Dunnock  

Stock Dove Nuthatch Greenfinch  

Woodpigeon  Song Thrush Goldfinch  

Tree pipit (1 male) Robin Chaffinch  

Tawny Owl Wren   
 
At least 31 bird species 
bred on MOD land  

Nightjar (2 churring 
males) 

Mistle Thrush  

Green Woodpecker Blackbird  

Greater Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Blackcap  

Carrion Crow Whitethroat  

Jay Willow Warbler  

Great Tit Chiffchaff  

Blue Tit Goldcrest   

 
 
Nightjars 
These birds have bred on the MOD land in the past but have always preferred the plantations in Laybourne 
Wood and Hurst Wood where larger blocks of conifers and sweet chestnut are being coppiced.  Five visits were 
made to these woods during the breeding season. Two churring males were heard with one being chased by a 
female. No birds were caught for ringing during these visits.  The area of coppicing was increased in 2010 
boding well for increased nightjar territories in 2011. 
 
Bird Boxes 
Twenty-three tit boxes, 22 dormouse-type boxes and one triangular owl box are in place at Mereworth Woods. 
Of the tit boxes, 16 (72%) were occupied and 13 of the 22 dormouse boxes were also occupied by tits. There 
were 22 Blue Tit and 7 Great Tit nests; two boxes were abandoned at the egg stage, one Great Tit and one 
species unknown: no nests were abandoned at the chick stage.  Most of the tit fledglings were ringed. 
 

Year 
Boxes 

undamaged 
Boxes 

occupied 

1st lay 
date Blue 

Tit 

Blue Tit 
eggs 

Blue 
Tits 

fledged 

1st lay 
date 

Great Tit 

Great 
Tit eggs 

Great Tits 
fledged 

2001 35 23 (66%)** 18/4 160 122 16/4 17 11 

2002 22 19 (86%)** 10/4 119 56 14/4 56 47 

2003 40 31(74%)** 07/4 191 132 11/4 60 42 

2004  40 28 (70%)** 17/4 154 90 22/4 58 38 

2005 40 31 (78%)** 13/4 192 125 15/4 60 28 

2006 40 31 (78%)** 18/4 196 136 16/4 58 40 

2007 45 30 (66.6%)** 12/4 168 116 12/4 70 30 

2008 45 30 (66.6%)** 07/4 197 79 23/04 75 40 

2009 45 24 (53.3%)** 05/4 139 125 13/04 90 72 

2010 45 29 (64%)** 11/4 222 165 12/4 58 39 

** this figure is artificially low and distorted as it includes dormouse boxes. 
 
The number of Blue Tit nests has declined significantly since last year (down from 19 to 12 boxes) while the 
number of Great Tit nests has remained roughly the same. The egg/fledging survival has increased this year 
from 40% to 89.9% for Blue Tits and from 69% to 80% for Great Tits. This is in line with national nest box data 
which records an upturn in the fortunes of Blue and Great Tits. 
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Nest Monitoring 2010 
Neil Burchett, Bob Francis,  Derek McWalter & Roger Taylor 

 
In 2010 the boxes at all of our sites were checked on a regular basis during the breeding season and in most 
cases the pulli were ringed. In total 243 nests were recorded containing 1,830 eggs and from which 1,139 pulli 
eventually fledged.  
 
Pulli survival in 2010 
The calculated (indicative) survival rates for the all nests monitored in 2010 are shown in the table below.  

Place 
Nest 

Count 
Total 
Eggs 

Total 
Pulli 

Total 
Fledged 

Egg/Pulli 
Survival 

Pulli/Fledge 
Survival 

Egg/Fledge 
Survival 

 
Species 

Brook Farm 
       

 
House Sparrow 2 9 9 9 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Kestrel 1 5 5 2 100.00% 40.00% 40.00% 

 
Robin 1 6 6 6 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Starling 1 6 5 3 83.30% 60.00% 50.00% 

 
Swallow 9 40 31 27 77.50% 87.10% 67.50% 

 
Totals: 14 66 56 47 

   
Blindley Heath Cricket Club 

      

 
Kestrel 1 5 2 2 40.00% 100.00% 40.00% 

 
Starling 2 10 5 3 50.00% 60.00% 30.00% 

 
Totals: 3 15 7 5 

   
Near Dormansland 

       

 
Blue Tit 1 7 7 7 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Great Tit 4 27 15 14 55.60% 93.30% 51.90% 

 
Jackdaw 1 5 4 3 80.00% 75.00% 60.00% 

 
Swallow 3 14 9 5 64.30% 55.60% 35.70% 

 
Tawny Owl 1 2 2 1 100.00% 50.00% 50.00% 

 
Totals: 10 55 37 30 

   
Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead 

 
Great Tit 6 30 24 17 80.00% 70.80% 56.70% 

 
Kestrel 1 3 3 3 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Reed Warbler 1 4 4 4 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Stock Dove 1 2 1 1 50.00% 100.00% 50.00% 

 
Totals: 9 39 32 25 

   
Eynsford 

       

 
Blue Tit 1 7 7 4 100.00% 57.10% 57.10% 

 
Totals: 1 7 7 4 

   
Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone 

       

 
Blue Tit 1 4 1 0 25.00% 

  

 
Great Tit 1 10 7 3 70.00% 42.90% 30.00% 

 
Woodpigeon 2 4 3 1 75.00% 33.30% 25.00% 
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Place Nest 
Count 

Total 
Eggs 

Total 
Pulli 

Total 
Fledged 

Egg/Pulli 
Survival 

Pulli/Fledge 
Survival 

Egg/Fledge 
Survival 

 
Species 

 
Totals: 4 18 11 4 

   
Hayes 

       

 
Blue Tit 13 130 91 85 70.00% 93.40% 65.40% 

 
Great Tit 12 94 58 43 61.70% 74.10% 45.70% 

 
Totals: 25 224 149 128 

   
Jubilee Park 

       

 
Blue Tit 8 93 69 63 74.20% 91.30% 67.70% 

 
Great Tit 7 57 42 39 73.70% 92.90% 68.40% 

 
Totals: 15 150 111 102 

   
Kemsing 

       

 
Kestrel 1 6 4 4 66.70% 100.00% 66.70% 

 
Totals: 1 6 4 4 

   
Kings Farm, South Godstone 

      

 
Barn Owl 1 6 4 4 66.70% 100.00% 66.70% 

 
Stock Dove 1 2 2 2 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Tawny Owl 1 2 2 2 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Totals: 3 10 8 8 

   
Knights, Nags Hall 

       

 
Blue Tit 5 50 42 15 84.00% 35.70% 30.00% 

 
Great Tit 1 8 2 2 25.00% 100.00% 25.00% 

 
Jackdaw 1 4 3 3 75.00% 100.00% 75.00% 

 
Totals: 7 62 47 20 

   
Knockholt 

       

 
Swallow 3 14 14 13 100.00% 92.90% 92.90% 

 
Totals: 3 14 14 13 

   
Limpsfield 

       

 
Blue Tit 1 8 8 8 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Totals: 1 8 8 8 

   
Lagham Lodge Farm 

       

 
Barn Owl 1 4 4 0 100.00% 

  

 
Totals: 1 4 4 0 

   
Mereworth Woods 

       

 
Blue Tit 22 222 164 156 73.90% 95.10% 70.30% 

 
Great Tit 7 58 40 39 69.00% 97.50% 67.20% 

 
Totals: 29 280 204 195 

   
Newhouse Farm 

       

 
Blue Tit 1 12 12 12 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Swallow 5 23 20 16 87.00% 80.00% 69.60% 
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Place Nest 
Count 

Total 
Eggs 

Total 
Pulli 

Total 
Fledged 

Egg/Pulli 
Survival 

Pulli/Fledge 
Survival 

Egg/Fledge 
Survival 

 
Species 

 
Totals: 6 35 32 28 

   
Oxleas Wood 

       

 
Blue Tit 12 134 124 113 92.50% 91.10% 84.30% 

 
Great Tit 20 160 125 109 78.10% 87.20% 68.10% 

 
Totals: 32 294 249 222 

   
Pains Hill 

       

 
Blue Tit 1 11 11 11 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Collared Dove 1 2 0 0 

   

 
Totals: 2 13 11 11 

   
Ruxley GP 

       

 
Canada Goose 5 24 11 0 45.80% 

  

 
Coot 15 47 46 7 97.90% 15.20% 14.90% 

 
Great Crested Grebe 2 5 5 0 100.00% 

  

 
Totals: 22 76 62 7 

   
Sundridge Park 

       

 
Blue Tit 10 109 72 60 66.10% 83.30% 55.00% 

 
Great Tit 13 120 78 72 65.00% 92.30% 60.00% 

 
Totals: 23 229 150 132 

   
Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve 

       

 
Blue Tit 9 79 68 55 86.10% 80.90% 69.60% 

 
Great Tit 16 113 67 61 59.30% 91.00% 54.00% 

 
Totals: 25 192 135 116 

   
Tandridge 

       

 
Blackbird 1 4 3 1 75.00% 33.30% 25.00% 

 
Blue Tit 3 15 15 15 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Great Tit 2 11 11 11 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Totals: 6 30 29 27 

   
Tedham Farm, Whitewood 

       

 
Kestrel 1 3 3 3 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Totals: 1 3 3 3 

   

 
Grand Total: 243 

  
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 


